To determine the incidence of venous thromboembolism (VTE) after surgeries performed below the knee, previous studies have used the International Classification of Diseases, Ninth Revision, Clinical Modification (ICD-9-CM) procedure codes to identify a DVT (deep vein thrombosis) or PE (pulmonary embolism) event. The purpose of this study was (1) to determine the incidence of VTE in a large cohort of patients who had undergone surgery below the knee, and (2) to assess the validity of the ICD-9-CM procedure codes used.
